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Seedling Corn - Notes from the Field
Planting progress is 1-2 weeks ahead of normal across most of 
the cornbelt. Dry conditions are mostly to credit with the rapid 
pace of planting. While the early start maximizes GDD for corn, 
it also presents some things to watch for. Cutworm damage has 
begun to show up in areas of N.-KS and S.-NE. Both black 
and dingy cutworm are showing up. A few black cutworm moths 
have been seen in NE so far. Watch early planted fields for 
signs of feeding, cut plants. The threshold is 3% for below 
ground cutting and 4-6% for above ground feeding. Scout 
those fields with seed treatments as they may not provide 
adequate control of cutworm as evidenced by the picture from 
S.-IL from last week. Cutworms can be often blamed for 
damage done by Southern Corn Leaf Beetle. (see picture 
Page-2.) Reports of damage in extreme northeastern KS, and 
areas bordering NE. SCLB are difficult to find during the day, 
but tend to notch the edges of leaves of corn and are more 
common in the river valleys and low ground. Mustang Max at 4 
oz/acre will work on this pest as will a low rate of Furadan 4F. 
For cutworm use 1.5 to 2.5 oz/A of Mustang Max. 
There are still a few areas in NE with army cutworm feeding. 
Most years, this pest has completed its larval stages before 
much of the corn is emerged. The early emerged corn may be 
vulnerable and be damage quickly by this hungry feeder. 
Those not blessed with much rainfall since planting to activate 
PRE herbicides may begin to see weeds like velvetleaf emerge 
along with the corn. Aim is a fast, inexpensive way to remove 
that early flush before it competes for that precious moisture. 

Cutworm damage - Poncho 250 - S. IL  2004
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Southern Corn Leaf Beetle Damage on Corn

Alfalfa Weevil Update
Alfalfa weevil feeding was confined to the S. NE, N. KS last week, but has moved north to cover 
most of NE this week. For alfalfa less than 12" tall, a threshold of 1 larva/stem indicates a rescue is 
needed. If alfalfa is over 12" tall, then 2-3 larva/stem is needed for treatment and you are more than 
1 week away from cutting. Mustang Max is very effective on alfalfa weevil at 2.24-4.0 oz/acre. 
Adjust the rate for length of control needed. Mustang Max requires only 3 days between application 
and harvest. Cold nighttime temperatures can slow weevil activity and cause weevils to move down 
the plant and look like treatments are not working. Damage to alfalfa is generally not occuring when 
the weevil move down and are not on the terminals and improves when the weather warms and the 
weevil are moving into more treated foliage. 
In KS and OK, begin to watch for adult weevil feeding and late larval feeding on late first cutting and 
regrowth on second cutting. University data shows alfalfa can stand feeding for only a few days 
before yields on later cutting are impacted. Furadan 4F is very effective on weevil adults and larva, 
while Mustang is effective on the larva on alfalfa stubble as well as early potato leafhoppers. 

Spring Planted Small Grains
Spring planted small grains like Barley, Oats are at or near stages for herbicide treatments. Aim EW 
at 0.5-1.0 oz/acre in combination with 2,4-D, MCPA, Starane + Salvo is very effective on a 
broadspectrum of weeds including kochia, pigweeds, redstem filaree, lambsquarter, Russian thistle 
and others. Aim has no soil residual so carryover to plantback crops is not a concern. Aim is a 
contact product so coverage is crucial. Heavy crop canopy, large weeds make control more diffiicult. 
Aim is very safe to small grains but still try to avoid applications during periods of moisture, dew, or 
after cold temperatures. Crop response can occur during these periods, but is short lived, does not 
affect the plant growth and final yield. Aim can be applied up to the joint stage on small grains. Make 
sure to check application instructions for tankmix patners. 
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Soybean 
The early corn planting is also translatting to early soybean planting. Growers wanting to plant early 
may not want to use 2,4-D for burndown due to the planting restrictions. Aim in combination with 
glyphosate makes a very effective, economical burndown ahead of planting soybean or for delayed 
burndown after planting soybeans. Weeds like henbit, mustards, kochia, marestail, lambsquarter, 
velvetleaf, dandelion are all controlled by this combination. Aim can be applied with a residual 
soybean herbicide as well. 

Early emerged soybeans may be attacked by Bean Leaf Beetle. The first planted fields are usually 
the hardest hit. The soybeans planted in April are a prime target. If soybeans are emerging when 
the delayed burndown treatments go on, a low rate of Mustang Max to control the BLB feeding on 
cotyledons can be an inexpensive way to take out an early flush of beetles. We will talk more about 
soybean insects in the coming weeks. 

Looking Ahead - Future Issues
A few topics to expand information on in the coming weeks include: 

Corn, Soybean Seedling Pest Updates 
New Spartan Uses for Potatoes, Sunflowers, Dry Beans, Fallow. 
Alfalfa Insect Management through and after 1st cutting. 
Aim - Post Herbicide Recommendations for Corn, Sorghum, Millet 
Soybean Insect Management 
Furadan - Post Corn, Sunflowers 
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