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Insect Activity - Corn, Wheat, Alfalfa

Insect activity has picked as we ended the month. Eastern KS is
experiencing damage from Armyworms in Wheat, Corn, and Alfalfa.
Corn, and Wheat are the primary crops affected, but occasional
damage can occur to new regrowth alfalfa. Watch for this insect to
move north into S. NE in the next couple of weeks. Armyworm begin
to move from grassy borders as grass matures, or as they find more
lush foliage like corn, wheat. Corn should be treated when 30% of the
plants are infested. Wheat should be treated with 4 or more per foot of
row. Yield loss in wheat is likely if infestations are not treated and the
wheat is soft dough or earlier. Head feeding and clipping of heads
should be prevented, so watch wheat damage as armyworms feed on
the upper portions of plants. Capture in corn at 2.1 0z or Mustang
Max at 2.0-2.5 0z/A in both corn and wheat will do an excellent job

on armyworms.

Alfalfa weevil larva are still present in alfalfa fields that have been cut.
The cool, damp weather in a lot of areas will cause larva to linger and
continue to damage regrowth. Furadan at 0.5-75 pt/A is superior to
most other insecticides in controlling weevil on stubble with little
foliage to treat.

Checks of newly harvested fields indicate populations of leathoppers
already. With a threshold of 2-5 leafhoppers per 10 sweeps on alfalfa
less than 6 inches, treatment will be warranted. Leafhoppers are
regarded as the #1 most economically damaging pest in alfalfa.
University and FMC Research has shown a significant increase in yield,
protein, TDN, and RFV when leafhopper and other insects are
controlled on small regrowth. Mustang Max at 2.5-3.0 oz should
provide excellent control for 10-14 days or more to provide

protection to improve production. Mustang Max can be mixed with
foliar fertilizers if growers wish to combine them for greater efficency.
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Corn Rootworm - Hatch Initiation

Corn Rootworm hatch has initiated across most of Eastern Kansas along with Southern NE. Hatch usually
begins around May 30 in eastern and southern NE while beginning about a week earlier south of I-70 in KS.
The 10-year average hatch date for S. Central NE is June 03. Peak hatch usually occurs about 5-7 days after
the detection of the first hatched eggs. The map above which tracks rootworm hatch shows that we should
begin finding them in fields soon. The optimum time for Furadan 4F applications is around peak egg hatch
which should be around June 1-5 in in Southern NE and around June 10-20 in Northern and Western NE as
well as NE-CO. Furadan does need rainfall or irrigation for activation. Dryland fields may be treated starting
now to ensure rainfall to move Furadan into the soil. Irrigated ground should be last since moisture timing is
less of an issue. Furadan may be mixed with most post herbicides to for ease of application. FMC is continuing
the Custom Application Rebate program to help offset the cost of having Furadan professionally applied.

Bean Leaf Beetle Damage on soybeans - taken 5/29/04

Bean Leaf Beetle are showing up in soybean fields across KS, NE. With the high price of soybeans, thresholds
are lower than previous years. Entomologists suggest a threshold of 2 BLB per plant on thru 1T at a $6 per acre
treatment cost. With so many growers spraying fields with glyphosate as a delayed burndown after emergence
or to control an early flush of new weeds,
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Bean Leaf Beetle - Continued

it is very easy to include 2.0 oz of Mustang Max for around $3. With a $3 treatment cost, and $9.00 soybeans,
the threshold is more liikely around 1 BLB per plant. Eliminating the early population may reduce populations
of the F1 and F2 generations later in the season that do damage during the reproductive stages. Bean Pod
Mottle virus is most damaging when soybean plants are infected early in the season from overwintering and F1
Bean Leaf Beetle.

European Corn Borer

Light traps are beginning to pick up steady numbers of ECB moths across S. NE the last few days. Within the
next few weeks, the moths will begin to move into corn and egg-laying will begin. The earlier planted, taller
corn is usually preferred egg-laying host, and should be fields to key in for scouting.

Velvetleaf, Waterhemp in Corn

Recent rains are producing multiple flushes of velvetleaf and waterhemp in both corn and soybeans. Aim is
dynamite on both of these weeds when small and provides an excellent tankmix with almost all other products.
It provides a boost for ALS resistant pigweeds, lambsquarter control with SU type products and velvetleaf,
waterhemp control with dicamba, glyphosate products where they may need help. The above VL picture is a
field with Aim 0.5 oz + Glyphosate 1 pt/A +COC at 4 days after Trt.

Sunflower - Stem Weeuvil

At-plant and foliar applications of Furadan 4F are both effective in reducing damage from stem weevil. Stem
weevil cause both physical tunneling damage, but also vector stalk rot diseases that futher damage sunflowers.
At-plant applications are labeled at 1 quart/acre. At-plant in-furrow applications provide wireworm control

as well and can be mixed with starter fertilizers.
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